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Levellers for the assassination of the Protector. It became evident that, in order to force Spain to peace, it must be attacked on the continent as well as on the seas. On March 23, 1657, Cromwell signed an offensive alliance with France, by which England supplied six thousand soldiers, supported by a fleet, to attack the Spaniards in Flanders, and was to receive Mardyke and Dunkirk as its share of the spoils. He thought that the possession of Dunkirk would give him increased control of the Channel, enable him to exercise a greater pressure upon France, and provide a secure basis for land operations against Spain. " It would be," said Secretary Thurloe, " a bridle to the Dutch, and a door into the continent.*' Six weeks later, Sir John Reynolds, with six thousand men, landed at Boulogne and joined the French army under Turenne. Turenne at first employed the English contingent in the interior of Flanders, in sieges and operations which seemed to serve French interests only, and his delay to attack the coast towns made Cromwell suspicious. It seemed, he wrote to Sir William Lockhart, the English Ambassador, as if the French " would not have us have any footing on that side the water." The French excuses for their delay were but " parcels of words for children." Unless they set about the business at once, he would withdraw his troops and demand the repayment of his expenses. " I desire you to take boldness and freedom to yourself in your dealing with the French on these accounts.'* Lockhart spoke boldly and freely, and the effect was immediate. Th** French army drew towards the Flemish